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BURLEIGH COUNTY PARK BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 
November 2, 2015 

5:00 PM 
The Burleigh County Park Board convened a regular meeting with all members present.   
 
Chairman Schonert called the meeting to order with the first item of business the approval of the 
monthly minutes and vouchers. 
 
Motion by Comm. Peluso, 2nd by Comm. Bitner, to approve the October meeting minutes as 
presented.  All members voted “AYE.”  Motion carried. 
 
Comm. Peluso reported that he reviewed the monthly vouchers and recommended approval.  
 
Motion by Comm. Peluso, 2nd Comm. Bitner, to approve payment of the County Park Board bills.  
All members voted “AYE.”  Motion carried. 
 
Comm. Bement stated that all ramps are in good working condition.  
 
Comm. Jones then initiated a discussion related to the proposed contract with Bismarck Park & 
Recreation District (BPRD) for management of Steckel Park, Kneifel Boat Ramp area, Kimball 
Bottoms, McLean Bottoms, Swenson Park, and the Missouri Valley Complex. Jones noted the 
approved county park budget along with $44,000 from the Missouri Valley Complex and a portion 
of the county park mill levy will be allotted for 2016 (total amount $383,552) along with a 25% 
management fee to be paid to BPRD.  Jones noted several maintenance issues that need to be 
addressed at the Missouri Valley Complex.  Jones added the agreement is modeled after the 
agreement the Burleigh County Water Resource District has with BPRD for management of 
McDowell Dam.  
 
Chairman Schonert questioned what the plans might be for the Missouri Valley Complex and 
hoped it would retain its “rural” flavor. 
 
Comm. Woodcox noted that before any capital improvements would be done at the Missouri 
Valley Complex a study/plan would be formulated for approval by the County Park Board.   
 
BPRD Director Bina appeared and stated upon final approval of the contract he would like to hire 
a consultant, upon separate approval by the County Park Board, to complete a master plan on 
how to better utilize the Missouri Valley Complex and possibly the boat ramp areas. 
 
Chairman Schonert offered the opportunity for public comment on this proposal. 
 
No one present appeared.   
 
Comm. Bitner stated he likes the idea, but feels this it will be too expensive.  Bitner added the 
proposed contract is a very good deal for the BPRD and encourages spending and will require 
extensive oversight by the County Park Board.    
 
Comm. Bement stated he believes the County Park Board should continue under the status quo.    
 
Comm. Peluso stated we could continue to operate as we have in the past, but if we want to 
improve our facilities and enhance the recreation opportunities for the public, then this agreement 
will move the county in the right direction and get us to the next level.   
 
Comm. Woodcox stated he looks forward to what the city park staff can do, especially in the 
development of the Missouri Valley Complex property.   
 
Motion by Comm. Peluso, 2nd by Comm. Jones, to approve the contract with Bismarck Park & 
Recreation District (BPRD) for management of Steckel Park, Kneifel Boat Ramp area, Kimball 
Bottoms, McLean Bottoms, Swenson Park, and the Missouri Valley Complex.  “AYE” votes:  
Jones, Peluso, Prchal, Woodcox.   “NAY” votes:  Bement, Bitner, Schonert.  Motion carried.  
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Chairman Schonert then stated that previously the County Park Board had approved the 
purchase of certain used equipment from the County Highway Dept.  Schonert noted that with the 
approved agreement with BPRD this equipment will no longer be needed.  By consensus the 
Board agreed that such equipment will not be needed and thus will be returned to the Burleigh 
County Highway Dept.   
 
Comm. Jones then initiated a discussion related to the Driscoll Sibley Park.  Jones stated she 
estimates $5,000 in repairs need to be made and could be completed by the County Highway 
Dept. over the winter months.   
 
Motion by Comm. Woodcox, 2nd by Comm. Jones, to allocate up to $5,000 for repairs within the 
Driscoll Sibley Park under direction of the portfolio holder.  All members voted “AYE.”  Motion 
carried.  
 
On a motion made, seconded, and carried, the Board adjourned.  
 
_______________________   __________________________  
Kevin J. Glatt, Auditor/Treasurer   Douglas R. Schonert, Chairman       
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BURLEIGH COUNTY PARK BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 

October 5, 2015 
5:00 P.M. 
The Burleigh County Park Board convened a regular meeting with all members present except Chairman Schonert, and 
Commissioners Bement and Prchal.  
 
Motion by Comm.  Jones, 2nd by Comm. Woodcox, to approve the minutes of the September 2015 meeting as presented.  
All members present voted “AYE.”  Motion carried. 
 
Vice Chairman Bitner stated that he reviewed the vouchers and recommended approval.   
 
Motion by Comm. Jones, 2nd by Comm. Woodcox, to approve the bills.  All members present voted “AYE.”  Motion carried. 

 
Comm. Jones presented a draft proposal for the Bismarck Park & Recreation District to manage the following county 
facilities:  Steckel, Kniefel, Swenson, Kimball, and McLean boat ramp/park areas and the Missouri Valley Complex.   Comm. 
Jones stated she was not able to insert Appendix A prior to the meeting adding that  she would like to get the final copy to 
the State’s Attorney prior to the November meeting.  Jones asked the Board to review the draft and provide any feedback to 
her. No action was taken. 
 
Comm. Jones reported she has spoken with the Hay Stack Butte 4-H Club regarding the maintenance of the Mitchell Lake 
park area and the 4-H Club is happy with the current arrangement.  Jones then stated the Board should address the Driscoll 
Sibley Park as it receives very little use.  No action was taken.  

 
Comm. Peluso then reported he visited several of the boat ramps over the weekend. Peluso noted the river levels are very 
low north of Bismarck with very little activity.  Peluso stated he has requested the Bismarck Park & Rec District to winterize 
the fish cleaning station and to pull the boat docks at Kniefel Landing.  Peluso stated the other areas are in good shape.  

 
On motion made, seconded, and carried, the Board adjourned. 
 
_________________________   _______________________  
Kevin J. Glatt, Auditor/Treasurer   Douglas R. Schonert, Chairman 

 



BURLEIGH COUNTY PARK BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 
September 2, 2015 

5:00 P.M. 
The Burleigh County Park Board convened a regular meeting with all members present except Comm. Prchal.  
 
Motion by Comm. Jones, 2nd by Comm. Woodcox, to approve the minutes of the August 2015 meeting as presented.  All members 
present voted “AYE.”  Motion carried. 
 
Comm. Jones stated that she reviewed the vouchers and recommended approval.   
 
Motion by Comm. Jones, 2nd by Comm. Woodcox, to approve the bills.  All members present voted “AYE.”  Motion carried. 
 
This was the hour and date set for a public hearing regarding the proposal for the Bismarck Park & Recreation District to manage the 
following county facilities:  Steckel, Kniefel, Swenson, Kimball, and McLean boat ramp/park areas and the Missouri Valley Complex 
(including the 4-H Building).   
 
Gordon Weixel, Burleigh County Water Resource District, appeared and stated the Bismarck Park & Recreation District (BPRD) has 
been successfully running the McDowell Dam Recreation Area for the Burleigh County Water Resource District for many years.  
Weixel added “the BPRD is very professional and you could not find a better partner to manage the county parks.” 
 
Wayne Munson, Bismarck Mandan Chamber of Commerce, appeared and stated The Chamber has always supported sharing 
resources and reducing duplicated services.  Munson added such cooperation often leads to reduced costs to citizens.  Munson 
concluded that The Chamber Board and Local Issues Committee have both passed unanimous motions of support for this proposal.  
As no one else appeared the following motion was made: 
 
Motion by Comm. Jones, 2nd by Comm. Peluso, that the Burleigh County Park Board and County Commission move forward with 
negotiations and contract development with the Bismarck Park & Recreation District for the management of the Steckel, Kniefel, 
Swenson, Kimball, and McLean boat ramp/park areas and the Missouri Valley Complex (including the 4-H Building) for further 
discussion at the October meeting.   
 
Comm. Bement questioned how this will affect the Wing and Driscoll Parks noting this Board has previously discussed transferring 
Driscoll Park to the township.  Comm. Bitner stated he is having the State’s Attorney review such a transfer. 
 
State’s Attorney Riha appeared and noted there does not appear to be any easy way to transfer county property without auction or 
listing with a real estate agent.   
 
At the request of Comm. Jones, Greg Smith, Bismarck Park & Recreation District operations manager, appeared and stated the 
details of such a management contract will need to be developed.  Smith stated the BPRD has staff which has been successful 
obtaining grant funds and has an excellent working relationship with the ND Game & Fish Dept.   Smith added the BPRD already 
owns and/or operates several facilities outside the corporate city limits of Bismarck (General Sibley Park, McDowell Dam Recreation 
Area, Hoge Island, and Eagles Park) and thus has experience working with enforcement of park rules and regulations outside the City 
of Bismarck. 
 
Vote on motion:  All members present voted “AYE.”  Motion carried.  
 
Comm. Bement then reported that all boat ramps were in good working condition.  
 
Auditor/Treasurer Glatt reported he has been in contact with ND Game & Fish Department and the Bismarck Parks and Recreation 
District regarding the provision of maintenance services related to the boat docks for the remainder of the season.  Glatt noted the 
untimely passing of the County Park Ranger caused him to solicit these services.  Glatt continued that the ND Game & Fish 
Department does not have adequate manpower this fall and that the Bismarck Parks and Recreation District is interested and has 
provided cost estimates. 
 
By consensus the Park Board directed Comm. Bitner to review the Bismarck Park & Recreation District estimate and work with the 
BPRD to secure maintenance services related to the boat docks for the remainder of the season.   



 
On motion made, seconded, and carried, the Board adjourned. 
 
      _________________________   _______________________  

Kevin J. Glatt, Auditor/Treasurer                 Douglas R. Schonert, Chairman 
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BURLEIGH COUNTY PARK BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 

August 3, 2015 
5.00 PM 
The Burleigh County Park Board convened a regular meeting with all members present except Chairman Schonert and 
Comm. Bement. 
 
Vice-Chairman Bitner called the meeting to order with the first item of business consideration of the minutes and bills. 
 
Motion by Comm. Woodcox, 2nd by Comm. Peluso, to approve the minutes of the July meeting as presented.  All members 
present voted “AYE.”  Motion carried. 
 
Comm. Woodcox stated that he reviewed the vouchers and recommended approval.  
 
Motion by Comm. Woodcox, 2nd by Comm. Peluso, to approve the bills.  All members present voted “AYE.”  Motion carried. 
 
Comm. Bitner provided an update on the boat ramps indicating that all ramps are in good working condition.  Bitner noted 
the continuing discussion on fire pit rings and picnic tables at various park areas along with the debris (couches, mattresses, 
etc.) that has been disposed of at Kimball Bottoms.  Bitner noted he visited with the Driscoll Sibley Park caretaker who 
reports the park does not get much usage.  
 
Comm. Jones then provided background information on the proposed agreement with the Bismarck Parks & Rec District for 
management of the Steckel, Kniefel, Swenson, Kimball, and McLean boat ramp / park areas.  Jones continued the 
proposed agreement also includes the Missouri Valley Complex, including the 4-H Building.  Jones added Driscoll Sibley 
and Mitchell Lake Parks are excluded from the proposal.   
 
Motion by Comm. Jones, 2nd by Comm. Peluso, to call for a public hearing on September 2, 2015, for the purpose of 
receiving public input regarding the proposal for the Bismarck Park & Rec District to manage the Steckel, Kniefel, Swenson, 
Kimball, and Mclean boat ramp / park areas along with the Missouri Valley Complex including the 4-H Building.  All 
members present voted “AYE”. Motion carried.  
 
On a motion made, seconded and carried the Park Board adjourned.  
 
_________________________   _______________________  
Kevin J. Glatt, Auditor/Treasurer   Douglas R. Schonert, Chairman 
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BURLEIGH COUNTY PARK BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 

July 1, 2015 
5.00 PM 
The Burleigh County Park Board convened a regular meeting with all members present except Comm. Bement.    
 
Chairman Schonert called the meeting to order with the first item of business the approval of the monthly minutes and 
vouchers.   
 
Motion by Comm. Bitner, 2nd by Comm. Jones, to approve the minutes of the June 2015 meeting as presented.  All 
members present voted “AYE.”  Motion carried. 
 
Chairman Schonert stated that he reviewed the bills and recommended approval.   
 
Motion by Comm. Bitner, 2nd by Comm. Jones, to approve the bills as presented.  All members present voted “AYE.”  
Motion carried. 
 
Comm. Bitner provided a boat ramp report noting all parks are in reasonably good shape.  Bitner then initiated a discussion 
on the Driscoll Sibley Park picnic shelters which are in need of repair or replacement.   Bitner quested whether the amount 
of use justifies such expenditure.  Comm. Jones suggested exploring other options such as deeding it back to the adjoining 
landowners.   Bitner requested the State’s Attorney research what options might be available.  Bitner stated he will meet 
with the park caretaker and the Driscoll Township Board to get a better idea of the use of the facility.     
 
Comm. Jones then provided an update on preliminary discussion with Bismarck Park & Rec District regarding management 
of county-owned parks.  Jones noted the discussions are still very preliminary.  No action was taken.   
 
County Engineer Hall appeared and requested authorization to transfer/sell certain pieces of equipment from the Highway 
Dept. to the County Park Board.   
 
Motion by Comm. Peluso, 2nd by Comm. Bitner, to authorize the exchange one of the older Highway Department vehicles 
(Unit #10-24 - 1999 Dodge ½ ton 4 X 4 – estimated value $2,500) for County Park Board Unit #10-47 with the Park Board 
reimbursing the Highway Dept. for the difference between the auction price of unit #10-47 and the estimated value of unit 
#10-24;  to transfer ownership at estimated value of 1991 Ford F Super Duty 1 ton with dump hoist and box – Unit #11-20 
estimated value $5,000) and mower a JD Z-Trac riding mower F687 (Unit #21-05 estimated value $3,000). 
 
On a motion made, seconded, and carried, the Park Board adjourned. 
_________________________   _______________________  
Kevin J. Glatt, Auditor/Treasurer   Douglas R. Schonert, Chairman 
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BURLEIGH COUNTY PARK BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 

June 1, 2015 
5.00 PM 
The Burleigh County Park Board convened a regular meeting with all members present except Comm. Prchal. 
 
Chairman Schonert called the meeting to order with the first item of business the approval of the May minutes. 
 
Motion by Comm. Peluso, 2nd by Comm. Bitner, to approve the May meeting minutes as presented.  All members present 
voted “AYE.”  Motion carried. 

 
Comm. Peluso stated he had reviewed bills and recommended approval. 
 
Motion by Comm. Peluso, 2nd by Comm. Bitner, to approve the monthly bills as presented.  All members present voted 
“AYE.”  Motion carried. 
 
Comm. Bement reported that all the parks and boat ramps are in working order.  Bement stated the Board should consider 
adding more picnic tables and fire rings to the county park facilities.   By consensus Bement will work with Park Ranger 
Goetz and formulate a recommendation to the full Park Board regarding the number and placement of additional picnic 
tables and fire rings.   
 
Comm. Bitner noted the correspondence from the ND Game & Fish Dept. regarding graffiti on the picnic shelters at the 
McLean Bottoms boat ramp area.  Bitner stated the management agreements between the Burleigh County Park Board and 
the ND Game & Fish Dept. have expired and the County Park Board should consider transferring the management of these 
areas to the ND Game & Fish Dept. 
 
Comm. Woodcox disagreed stating the County Park Board should revise and or resurrect these agreements as the ND 
Game & Fish Dept. has been a valuable partner to the county park system. 
 
Comm. Peluso added the County Park Board needs to work with the ND Game & Fish Dept. 
 
By consensus the Park Board directed Comm. Bement and Park Ranger Goetz to work with the ND Game & Fish Dept. on 
this item.   
 
On a motion made, seconded, and carried, the Board recessed. 
                                       _______   _______________________   
Kevin J. Glatt, Auditor\Treasurer   Douglas R. Schonert, Chairman   
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BURLEIGH COUNTY PARK BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 

May 4, 2015 
5:00PM 
The Burleigh County Park Board convened with all members present except Commissioners Prchal and Peluso.    
 
Chairman Schonert called the meeting to order with the first item of business the approval of the April 2015 minutes. 
 
Motion by Comm. Bitner, 2nd by Comm. Jones, to approve the April meeting minutes as presented.  All members present voted 
“AYE.”  Motion carried. 
 
Comm. Bitner reported that he had reviewed the bills and recommended approval. 
 
Motion by Comm. Bitner, 2nd by Comm. Woodcox, to approve payment of the County Park Board bills.  All members present 
voted “AYE.”  Motion carried. 
 
Auditor/Treasurer Glatt reported the Hay Stack Butte 4-H Club which provides the maintenance services for the Mitchell Lake 
Park (Wing area) is requesting an increase to $375 per month for services rendered.  Glatt stated the Hay Stack Butte 4-H Club 
has provided these services since at least 2002.    Glatt noted the current monthly contract fee is $325.   
 
Motion by Comm. Bitner, 2nd by Comm. Jones, to approve the maintenance service contract for the Mitchell Lake Park with the 
Hay Stack Butte 4-H Club at a monthly fee of $375 for the months of May through October.  All members voted “AYE”.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Comm. Bement reported all boat ramps are in good working condition.   
 
On a motion made, seconded, and carried, the Board adjourned. 
 
________________________        _________________________  
Kevin J. Glatt, Auditor/Treasurer        Douglas R. Schonert, Chairman 
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BURLEIGH COUNTY PARK BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 

April 8, 2015 

5:00PM 
The Burleigh County Park Board convened with all members present except Comm. 
Bement and Comm. Prchal. 
 
Chairman Schonert called the meeting to order with the first item of business the approval 
of the February 2, 2015, minutes. 
 
Motion by Comm. Peluso, 2nd by Comm. Bitner, to approve the February 2, 2015 meeting 
minutes as presented.  All members present voted “AYE.”  Motion carried. 
 
Comm. Jones stated that she reviewed the Park Board bills and recommended approval of 
the same.   
 
Motion by Comm. Jones, 2nd by Comm. Peluso, to approve payment of the County Park 
Board bills.  All members present voted “AYE.”  Motion carried. 
 
Comm. Bitner initiated a discussion concerning sand removal from the boat ramps.  Bitner 
stated the proper permits have been obtained from the US Corps of Engineers for the 
removal of the sand.  Bitner reported that the water level has risen and now removal may 
not need to occur.    Bitner stated a request for cost share funding with the ND Game & 
Fish Dept. has been made and will hopefully be approved to remove the sand as needed.   
 
Motion by Comm. Bitner, 2nd by Comm. Jones, to approve cost share assistance from the 
ND Game & Fish Dept. and to authorize the removal of sand as needed from any county 
boat ramp.  All members voted “AYE”.  Motion carried. 

 
On a motion made, seconded, and carried, the Board adjourned. 
 
_______________________        _________________________  
Kevin J. Glatt, Auditor/Treasurer       Douglas R. Schonert, Chairman 
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BURLEIGH COUNTY PARK BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 

February 2, 2015 
 

5:00 PM 
The Burleigh County Park Board convened a regular meeting with all members present except Commissioners 
Bement, Bitner, and Jones.   
 
Chairman Schonert called the meeting to order with the first item of business the approval of the minutes and 
vouchers. 
 
Motion by Comm. Peluso, 2nd by Comm. Prchal, to approve the November 2014 meeting minutes as presented.  All 
members present voted “AYE.”  Motion carried. 
 
Chairman Schonert reported that he reviewed the monthly vouchers and recommended approval of the same.  
 
Motion by Comm. Woodcox, 2nd Comm. Peluso, to approve payment of the County Park Board bills.  All members 
present voted “AYE.”  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Comm. Woodcox, 2nd by Comm. Prchal, to approve the renewal of the 2015 maintenance agreement with 
Lee Brown for the Steckel, Kniefel Landing, Swenson, Kimball Bottoms, and McLean Bottoms boat ramp park areas.   
All members present voted “AYE.”  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Comm. Prchal, 2nd by Comm. Peluso, to approve the Operations & Maintenance Agreement with the ND 
Game & Fish Dept. for the Kniefel Landing Fish Cleaning Station.  All members present voted “AYE.”  Motion carried. 
 
On a motion made, seconded, and carried, the Board adjourned.  
 
_______________________    __________________________  
Kevin J. Glatt, Auditor/Treasurer   Douglas R. Schonert, Chairman       
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